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My State Report

Reference Guide

The gathering and organizing of notes for your history paper is nearly complete.  The task of writing is soon to begin.  Before you jump in with unabated (unrelenting, persistent) enthusiasm, take a moment to read, consider (think about) and bookmark with post-it-notes, paper clips or whatever you’d like these pages from your English grammar book.  This information will help improve your writing.  Most of these topics we’ve discussed in class, but they serve as important reminders.

· Transition Words, page 262: The top of the page lists the common transition words.  There are plenty more.  Use them to switch/transition from one topic to another.  A good mix of transition words will help your writing flow better, and give it a proper pace like in a presentation.  Doing so will also prevent the dreaded writing curse of the ‘then” and ‘and” monsters that we’ve talked about in class.  Those words have a way of taking over and distracting a reader’s attention when they are the only transition words used.   

· What Make a Good Research Report?, page 484:   A good one page reminder of what goes into a topic sentence, introduction, body, and conclusion

· Works Cited Page, page 488:  An excellent reference page on how to cite or reference a source that you used for your report.  We’ll talk more about this later.  The “Book” section format is what you should follow for your State Seal and Flag write-up.

· Read these pages from the Writer’s and Editor’s Workshop sections:   
· Prewriting and Drafting, page 506-509:  

· Content Editing, page 510-511.  Don’t forget the Editor’s Checklist.

· Copyediting and Proofreading, page 514-515.  See the Copyeditor’s Checklist.  Super helpful!
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Have fun writing!    
