






Thursday June 4, 2020
To my most excellent fifth grade scholars:   

What a school year.  What a fantastic, exhausting at times, different third trimester for sure but all around a wonderful school year!  

As you know…nothing lasts forever. All things must come to an end and our time has come to part ways and say goodbye.   
You are all an amazing bunch of kids and I love you for that.  You have so many wonderful qualities, so much strength…so much energy.  You will always have a special place in my heart.  You have all brought me much happiness and joy. You have also brought me at times much frustration, but mostly joy unfiltered joy.  You have made me smile.  My hunch is that I may have made some of you smile too.     

I want to thank you for making this year so meaningful.  I will never forget all of the laughter and discoveries we shared through the school year.  Yes, some of you could drive me a little crazy at times, but my heart could not help but smile. 

At the beginning of the year and during last years Move Up day, I proclaimed (actually I promised) that this school year will be your best year EVER.  For some that may be the case; for others I may have fallen short with that promise.  To that end I would say that every school year should be approached as it will be your best year ever.  The right attitude goes along way.    

As I look back on the year there are many wonderful things I will remember about this class. The literature talks and discoveries we shared while reading Esperanza Rising, The Hatchet – where we learned in the movie version how easy it is to kill a bear. Lion Witch and the Wardrobe, and even Joey Pigza.  We learned through those stories that life is filled with challenges, amazing beauty, and tragic misfortunes, and inequality.  I think we all realized just how different people are beyond our classroom and how that is good.  We need to celebrate and embrace our differences.  We also realized first hand that life can also be filled with difficult hardships, and challenges.  It’s how we face these challenges that make our world so special.  It is my hope with the many things you take away from this classroom that you also leave with a little, Edmund – the critical, Peter-the brave, Lucy-the kind, Brian – the resourceful, and yes even Joey – the wild.  


Be active this summer year.  Idleness makes a mind and body stagnant.   Appreciate the little things.  Let the warmth of the morning sun warm your soul.  Run, hike or just walk in the morning and encourage your family to join you.  Be the change.  

Above all else it was your personalities that made this year so special.  Never forget that you are individuals, your own person.  Stay that way.  Always be yourself and be proud of who you are.  Build on the strengths you have and realize your weaknesses so that you can continue to grow stronger.  Think for yourself and treat others well.  Believe in your abilities.  Never forget to give your best effort, work smart and always be kind to others.  Do these things and you will be successful in your life.


I care about you a great deal about each of you and I want you to succeed in your education and life.  That’s my job.  I hope that someday you think back and hear some of the advice I gave you and that advice sinks in and helps you.  What you are doing now, your education, is so important.  When I spoke to you about strong student habits or caring about your work or putting forth your best possible effort; it was because I know that the things you do now are a part of who you will become.  They are the foundation of your future.   

I sincerely hope that you got as much out of our year together as I did.  I know I am a better person and teacher for having spent the year with you.  I will miss you all very much.  Continue to take chances, be curious, inspire yourself and others to do better, keep active, and keep reading.      

I expect great things from you in your future, as should you.  Have a great summer.   Continue to be Awesome!
Healthy and happy regards,

Mr. Hill    


